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CBP Officer Founds Youth Foundation In Belize - CBPnet
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CBP Officer Founds Youth
Foundation In Bel ize
(o7t15t201O)

U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) Officer Evondale
Coburn and his wife, Juanita, are well known to friends and
co-workers in the Savannah, Ga. area as caring and giving
individuals. What is l i tt le known about the couple is how much
they do for the youth of the Belize community, a country that
is very important to CBPO Coburn.
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Kids of The COBY Foundation

Before immigrating to the United States, CBPO Coburn was a member of the 1972 Belize
National Basketball Team, which he credits in helping to build his character and self
confidence. He says he took the l ife changing opportunities given to him and knew he had to
make a difference in the lives of the youth in Belize.

This positive attitude led Evondale and Juanita to create The COBY Foundation in 2004. The
non-profit organization assists economically disadvantaged Belizean youth obtain skills and
discipline through teaching, coaching and mentoring. Retired from the U.S. Army and currently
working with CBP in Savannah, CBPO Coburn said that The COBY Foundation is not based
on hand outs, but focuses on building character and confidence in the youth community.

The COBY Foundation depends on support from the local business community and volunteers
willing to give their time and support fundraisers, scholarships and sporting events. Children
attend lectures and motivational classes provided by the community and have direct contact
with mentors who work to build positive relationships with the children.

Each year, CBPO Coburn and his wife travel to Belize to host a large basketball tournament.
The kids of The COBY Foundation participate in athletics with Some well known Belizean
athletes and are provided with school supplies and clothes.

Savannah Port Director John Porter proudly shares his sentiments stating, "Whether it's a
lifetime of commitment to his country by serving in the military and with CBP or giving back to
those in need in the community in which he grew up, Evondale's actions speak volumes about
his character."
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